Tight junctions in the skin.
Tight junctions (=zonulae occludentes, TJs) function as an effective barrier in simple epithelia. Recent developments in the molecular biology of TJs revealed that TJs also exist in the stratum granulosum and contribute to barrier function in epidermis. Furthermore, several TJ-related junctions were identified in epidermis. In this review article, the history of the investigation into TJs in epidermis and the perspectives of investigation into TJs in dermatology are described.